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Lieutenant Whiskey 


Some time ago we reported to you on 
‘the official ban of hard liquor in Army 
camps, a clamp-down which came from 
headquarters to check the alarming defiance 
of military regulations by the liquor trust. 
We recently received word from a corre- 
spondent who reports interesting observa- 
tions from an Army air corps center where 
evasion of the law is common practice. 

To quote: “Although no hard liquor is 
served over the bar, they have built in little 
lockers on the opposite wall having name 
plates, numbers and little locks. Any officer 
who desires a drink may get his necessary 
cocktail or mixer equipment at the bar and 
then take from his private locker any kind 
of liquor he chooses to keep on hand.” 

In other words, the law—as our corre- 
pondent observes—was evidently meant to 
pacify the demands of Christian parents 
whose protests had aroused headquarters to 
action, but that having been done, full 
assistance is given in providing the accom- 
modations (lockers, etc.) for the mainten- 
ance of the hard liquor consumption which 
is always made easily and invitingly acces- 
sible around military centers. 

Here is another report from a listening 
post within the Army: “It is obvious that 
what is tantamount to an open alliance 
exists between many post authorities and 
the liquor interests represented by their 
clever, sophisticated sales promoters who 
operate in many devious ways. The dis- 
play and promotion of liquor drinking 
around camps and military training centers 
is such that the recruit, especially the young 
officer, must dig his heels in and prepare to 
be considered a bore if he doesn’t drink. 
The brightest lights always center over the 
bar; money is always found around camp 
to make “The Beer Bar” the most attrac- 
tive spot. Outside, the hard liquor bars 
seem to have unlimited funds and facilities 
to make their premises the most attractive 
center in the area. No man can watch this 
process thoughtfully and not realize it is 
all a colossal scheme, to see to it that the 
habit of alcoholic drinking is fastened on 
this generation in a much larger proportion 
than any peace time era could afford. It is 
obvious that the scheme is succeeding on a 
vast scale.” 

We have had so many such reports that 
it is safe to say that where there are excep- 
tions to this condition, they are only excep- 
tions. 


Radar, Planes and Cokes 


3ehind all the talk of radar, the new 
miracle electronic range-finding device, 
there is quite an episode, largely unknown 
to the public. When the secret of radar 
slipped into the news, its mysterious story 
was too good to keep and every editor play- 
ed up the copy. Dozens of American elec- 
trical firms had been working on the idea 
in their laboratories and each had specialists 
who had apparently done some pioneering 
in its development. As soon as radar broke 
into the news, all the big electrical corpora- 
tions ran large ads trying to grab credit 


(Continued on next page) 


Behind the Political Front cu aly 

A situation of gre:. impcriance exists behind the scenes in the Allied-Italian rela- 
tions that i { vorted to the public. We have withheld information received 
from listening posts witnin the ranks of international labor because we feared that 
such proletariau viewpoints might not represent a balanced picture. However, when 
the leading Italian refugees in America and a distinguished Italian scholar, now on 
the faculty at Harvard, all cry out with one accord about Allied procedures in Italy, 
and corroborate the information from our sources, we feel there is every justification 
in Our passing on to you what we have learned. 

You will remember that in the issue of May 10, we reported to you that the United 
States government, along with the British, was not giving aid to the strong under- 
ground movements in Europe because of the fact that these underground forces were 
nearly all among workers’ groups, hence to be classified as “left wing” . It is, how- 
ever, also a well known fact that many of the links of these underground forces are 
religious groups operating in cooperation with the labor groups. The underground 
movements have been the most powerful anti-Nazi and anti-fascist forces at work in 
Europe. Highly respected sources in America have repeatedly asserted that if suf- 
ficient support were given to such movements, the war could have been greatly shortened. 

As we have observed before, our State Department and the foreign office in London 
hold as their main thesis the idea that the war must be won by the right people. You 
may have noticed that when Mussolini fell, general strikes were beginning all over 
Italy, strikes that could have paralyzed Italy’ s entire transportation and production 
set up, making it impossible for either Germans or Italians to fight in Italy any longer. 
It is now obvious that neither the British nor our government were willing to give 
any support to this well-organized worker underground movement which was offering 
the use of a devastating weapon,—a general strike, the greatest fear of dictators—a 
strike that would have spread to France, to Holland and to Germany. (That is the 
manner by which the war will likely end anyway.) But we must fight on, bloody step 
after bloody step until the high financial and industrial interests closely connected with 
the State Department, and in complete control of British policy, are satisfied that the 
war will end with the right people on top. 

If you require further evidence; did you notice how quickly Washington and London 
rose to defend and embrace Italy’s little King, instead of those struggling to throw off 
the whole sordid system of oppression in Italy which has included King and aristocracy ? 
The point is this: London and Washington are seeking to defeat the tyrants and 
protect the aristocracy because it represents the maintenance of the financial and in- 
dustrial status quo. 

Perhaps that is putting it too bluntly, but here are the undeniable facts. 

Europe is perforated with powerful underground movements. 
These movements are more dangerous to the enemy than any of our weapons. 
These undergrounds programs, if given support, would do much to shorten 
the war, if not to end it swiftly. 

The governments of America and Britain have been unwilling to give any sub- 
stantial aid to these revolutionary forces, obviously because such forces represent 
labor class movements. 

The hidden reason for this bloody, wasteful policy is that in the mind of the 
British and American governments there is great fear of a sweeping revolution 
in Europe, inspired from you can guess where! 

The question we raise is this: Can there ever be peace in Europe until the down- 
trodden forces of the common man are released, no matter what the nature or source 
of these uprisings and should democratic Christian America use her blood and 
strength to maintain a status quo that has done little but perpetuate oppression and re- 
current wars? We are not talking against the war for we accept the war as a miser- 
able, lamentable necessity, but the Christian mind has a right to insist upon keeping 
our motives clean and sincere; and in some respects this war may prove to be a very 
dirty one. 


aol he 


To sum up: 


The Prospects in Relations with Russia 
Pressure from Moscow for a full-fledged, all-out second front has now reached the 


point where something must happen. We reported to you last issue of the unhappy, 
if not disastrous, turn of affairs into which we were drifting because of the lack of 
any definite policy in Washington and London for meeting Russian demands or political 
threats. Several authoritative voices now openly say that the London plan which had 
been enforced on Washington was to let things drift along, let Russia fight another 
year. There have been severe efforts to cover this up, although we have been reporting 
to you on it for over a year. 

‘The situation has evolved faster and more drastically than had been expected, how- 
ever, and the premonitions of danger, secretly felt by many officials in Washington, 
of which we told you in the last release, has apparently burst into the open. 

By the time you read this, or soon after, a complete full scale outburst of military 
action and political realignment with Russia may have begun, whether we like it or 
not. It will be greatly disliked in Wall Street and London. 

If a real second front and clean-cut agreement with Russia does not come, you’d 
better reread that two-column lead entitled “Behind the Diplomatic Front” in Between 
the Lines of August 16, 1943, for one situation or the other is going to exist. 
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Justice and Specie! Privilege 


ih. «rogressive, the liberal LaFollette paper, has published a 
coport by Senator Homer T. Bone on munition frauds and the war 
ettort. Senator Bone discussed the check-up being made by the 
Justice Department at the instigation of the Truman Committee, the 
special Senate committee investigating the national war program, of 
aviation engine production of the Curtiss-Wright Corporation. 

Curtiss-Wright, which has contracts for the manufacture of more 
than $4,000,000,000 worth of military equipment for the Army and 
Navy has been charged by the Truman Committee with turning out 
defective engines, and covering up these subversive practices by fal- 
sifying tests, destroying records and forging inspection reports. 

Between the Lines feels that the Christian-minded people of the 
United States, who are supporting the war with their lives and 
possessions, demand the truth about such accusations and a guarantee 
of fair, open-and-above-board practices on the part of the great 
corporations which are making most of the vital and critical ma- 
terials of war. 

In his article in The Progressive, Senator Bone points out that 
the record of the great industries engaged in war production has, to 
date, been far from blameless, and he discusses at length the Ana- 
conda Wire and Cable Company case, concerning which we have been 
keeping our readers informed. 

Going to official records for his data, the Senator reviews the 
charges against Anaconda. This great copper trust was accused of 
conspiracy to defraud the government by tricks and devices designed 
to avoid meeting government contract inspection regulations for the 
manufacture of wire and cable, and with knowing that although 754 
of the wire produced was to be used by the armed forces, it would 
not come up to government standards. It thus imperilled the lives 
of men in the nation’s armed forces as well as threatened the welfare 
of the country at large. 

Brought to trial, Anaconda and its five officials who were under 
indictment, pleaded ‘nolo cont endere, an action usually conceded by 
federal justices to be a plea of guilty. 

Senator Bone quotes Senator Kilgore as saying, “the batteries 
on all our warships, including the anti-aircraft guns, are fired, con- 
trolled, aimed, and ranges set, over this self-same cable, and if the 
cable is defective, the ship is helpless against aircraft attack. Also, 
safety and success of the entire land combat forces are frequently 
dependent on messages sent overl: and by these self-same cables. 

Senator Bone goes on to say, “The complaint against Anaconda 
also charged that the defendants agreed, as part of their conspiracy, 
that the tests called for in contract specifications would not be com- 
plied with; that there would be constructed two gadgets known as 
‘circuit boxes’ which would make tests useless in that they would 
make the cable appear to be conforming to contract specifications 
when it was in fact defective. 

“Anaconda tried to keep government inspectors out of the plant 
at night during night shifts unless the inspector was accompanied by 
an official of the company. All such actions were designed to keep 
government inspectors from becoming aware of the sinister opera- 
tions underway. The conspiracy went so far as to apply these decep- 
tive inspection practices to all types of wire and cable being furnished 
to the government, and the federal government charged that the 
agreement to do this was a part of the conspiracy. 

“The cold, hard, ruthless fact is that the ultimate effect of this 
terrible business was to visit this corruption and crookedness on the 
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men fighting at the front who are compelled to rely on this cable 
for their protection.” 

After the evidence for and against Anaconda had been presented, 
and the government, at the request of Judge Thomas Wy. ~2.-" who 
presided, had recommended maximum pena.ties, the judge .; -'e for 
an hour. According to Senator Bone, nere ire sone of tae excerpis 
from the statement of Judge Slick in assessing Ge penalties ° 
“These men are not saboteurs, they are not disloyal citizens. 
They made a mistake, and may resret it now, but not with the i 
tention of aiding our enemies or crippling our war efforts. Yet,” 
he continued, “iueir plecs are that they are gviliy. They could not 
have been euilty ii tucy ia! not Lad Kmowledge of what was going 
on os 

After stating that althors’ the officials of the copper company 
had becn crimina' procedure for years they still must be 
onsidered as ciuzens, he then proceded to fine them and the 
ce ..» « total of $31,000 and permitted all of them to escape 
ery ine a day in jail! 

As Senator Bone so clearly expressed it, “Americans should 
ponder the fact that while five officials of a powerful corporation 
like Anaconda were allowed to go free after pleading guilty to a 
conspiracy of fraud against the government, small fry Americans 
who are found guilty of some form of sabotage have ‘been sent to 
prison. These little fellows were given sentences of imprisonment 
for doing things of such inconsequential nature, as contrasted to the 
offenses in the Anaconda case, as to bear not even a remote com- 
parison to them. And yet no official of Anaconda is serving a day 
in prison for the monumental fraud the corporation practiced for so 
long.” 

A similar situation has recently come to light in Toledo, Ohio, 
where Federal Judge Frank L. Kloeb imposed only a total of $80,000 
fines on the Sandusky Foundry and Machine Company and seven of 
its officials after they had pleaded guilty to charges of fraud in- 
volving the production of inferior material on Naval contracts. The 
fines were paid by the company and will probably be charged up to 
the government in the end since the company’s government contract 
is a cost-plus arrangement. 

Now on top of all this, we would like to point out, as did the 
editor of The Progressive that this kind of justice is not the kind 
being administered to the common worker guilty of smaller but 
kindred crimes. Here are a few detailed cases to show what we 
mean: 

Frank J. Russo was charged with inserting a file in the gears of 
a machine used in the manufacture of machine guns at New Haven, 
Connecticut. It required only two hours to repair the machine. 
He was sentenced to five years’ imprisonment. 

Frederick W. Bilgehouse damaged six dies and eight punches 
used in making cables for Navy destroyers at Newark, N. J., but 
denied the damage was intentional. He was sentenced to serve three 
years in prison. 

George Arnold Steele, a 21-year-old welder at the Bethlehem 
Fairfield Shipyard, was charged with performing defective welding 
because that method of welding took less time and increased his earn- 
ings. He was adjudged a delinquent child and there was some 
evidence that he was mentally retarded. He was sentenced to serve 
eighteen months. 

While we are grateful to the government for its courage in 
cracking down on the mighty, far beyond anything achieved in the 
last war, we believe there is much progress yet to be made. This 
should bring a watchful concern to the Christian mind. 
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